Dan Smith

Dawn Dowdle: “There are no advances from small publishers.”

Literary agent
looking for a break >

Executive Summary:

It's not just new authors who are seeking notice
from publishers. Their agents have to build their
careers from the bottom, too, and when the
clients are rookies, it's harder.

By Rob Johnson

Dawn Dowdle likes long shots.

The 51-year-old former legal secretary is taking
aim at one of one of those long shots herself
by starting up a literary agency in Lynchburg.

Her client list is hardly a Who's Who of the
book-writing world. No glamour names in
the vein of Nora Roberts or John Grisham.
Instead, she’s hawking the fictional wares
of mostly first-time authors hoping to get
noticed and eventually break through to
the ranks of best-sellers, or at least small
successes.

“I'm always hoping that a Random House
or Harlequin will buy one of my books. But
I have to start somewhere and so do most
authors,” says Dowdle.

Thus she opened Blue Ridge Literary Agency
in January 2009; she operates the one-person
business out of her home in Lynchburg.

At first glance, Dowdle seems an unlikely
candidate for her field: She didn’t attend
college and doesn’t have formal experience
in the publishing industry. But in an interview,
Dowdle displayed a passion for good
storytelling. She referred to her office
administrative background as evidence of
sharpening the eye for detail in written
communication so essential in her newly
chosen field. Furthermore, before opening
her agency, Dowdle edited some book
manuscripts. They were largely for
little-known authors of the sort she’s
representing to publishers now.

Nor does Dowdle claim big-time publishing
connections. She tugs at the sleeves of New
York publishing executives from afar. "l do it
all by e-mail,” she says, “querying and asking
if they'll accept e-mails from agents, and then
suggesting they read my clients’ manuscripts.”



nODbNODDING WIth WNTers. She runs
a writers group in Lynchburg that
meets weekly.

“You have to be creative,” she says. And be
scrappy too—true for aspiring authors and
literary agents. |
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. Premier combines expertise and experience to provide

you with a professional relocation from start to finish.

e Custom relocation solutions based on your needs.

e A Move Consultant to manage the details and ensure
the job is completed to your specifications.

e The capability to handle your needs from small,
local moves to multimillion dollar labs.
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